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“It could always be worse.” 
That’s what John Alago, 16, 

told his high school counselor last 
fall. 
 Having survived one of Puerto 
Rico’s worst hurricanes, he en-
dured subsequent housing damage, 
power loss and near communica-
tion blackout, then left his parents 
and home to travel 3,600 miles to 
California. He wanted to fi nish high 
school. His Puerto Rico family told 
him it couldn’t be done. He needed 
eight classes to graduate. He was 
unfamiliar with block scheduling, a 
closed campus, and mandatory at-
tendance, let alone using a laptop. 
He lacked winter clothing. But it 
could always be worse. 
 His aunt and uncle welcomed 
Alago and two older cousins into 
their Lafayette home. “It was a no 
brainer for my husband and me,” 
said Alago’s aunt, Maria Brenner. 
By November, Alago was enrolled 
at Campolindo High School, where 

he met counselor Patrick Turner, 
himself new to the school. The new 
student and new counselor hit it off. 
 Brenner said her nephew’s 
Campolindo stay was to be tem-
porary, “until electricity and water 
was restored [to Puerto Rico] and 
conditions were livable.” His cous-
ins found employment in Lamorin-
da but quickly returned home rath-
er than risk losing university grant 
money. “We fi gured John would go 
back in January,” Brenner said. But 
he liked Campolindo and wanted to 
fi nish there. 
 Alago took “only six” classes – 
economics, math, English, Spanish, 
art and PE, plus two more (biology 
and U.S. History) online – and his 
introduction to fourth year English 
was to memorize dialogue from 
Hamlet. It could always be worse. 
“The school was exceedingly wel-
coming,” said Alago’s cousin Jen-
nifer Mitchell. Brenner credits an 
entire community for getting him 

“to this point [graduation].” 
 Brenner says her family re-
ceived “overwhelming” help from 
neighbors for everything from do-
nated winter clothing to transpor-
tation and support. “It takes a vil-
lage,” Brenner said, adding, “My 
heart is fi lled with gratitude.”
 Mitchell said Alago worked ex-
ceedingly hard this year. He joined 
the track team, took up shot put and 
discus, and earned Most Improved 
Athlete honors. He made friends 
and took a date to Senior Ball.  
 Initially Alago ate lunch with 
Turner, and the two became more 
than student and counselor. “He’s 
the man,” Alago said, “and he’s still 
helping me.” 
 “John has been a great addi-
tion to Campolindo’s community,” 
Turner said as they caught up in his 
offi ce. They talk about Alago re-
turning to Campolindo as a given 
and Turner wants to visit Puerto 
Rico as well. Alago’s aunt, uncle 
and parents all attended the June 
8 graduation and the next day he 
fl ew home to Puerto Rico. He’ll 
attend the Universidad de Turabo, 
but wants “to return to the states” 
where he hopes to pursue a career 
in law enforcement or join the 
Coast Guard. 
 “For about the fi rst week (at 
Campolindo) I was ‘John from 
Puerto Rico,’” Alago said. 
 “And now you’re ‘John from 
California,’” Turner laughed. 
 It could always be worse. 
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 ~ Life in LAMORINDA ~

REGISTRATION: www.cougarcamps.com
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@auhsdschools.org

DATES: July 9 thru July 20 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $400 (T-shirt included)

Moraga Day Camp

Attack Algebra

Bricks 4 Kidz

Camp Kinder Cool - Camino Pablo

Camp Kinder Cool - Los Perales

Camp Kinder Cool - Rheem

Coding Camp

Flag Football Camp

Get a Jump on Geometry

Gurus Education Public Speaking

IncrediFlix
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Mini-Hawk Sports Camp 
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Hurricane survivor to Campo grad 
By Cathy Dausman 

Patrick Turner and Campo grad John Alago are all smiles during fi nal exams  

                Photos Cathy Dausman

Campolindo High counselor Patrick Turner holds the inspirational message

from former student John Alago. 
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SALE

Father’s Day
is Sunday,
June 17th

Men’s Life Is Good T-Shirts  26.00 – 28.00
LIFE IS GOOD DONATES 10% OF ITS NET PROFITS TO HELP KIDS IN NEED

Dockers®

Men’s Dockers Comfort Stretch Sportshirts

25% OFF
MSRP Men’s Columbia Shirts

Omni-Shade – UPF 25 Sun Protection

Men’s Columbia Nylon 
Cargo ShortsOmni-Shade 

UPF 25 Sun Protection

Men’s 501’s 
Original Button Fly

49.99
Men’s 550’s Relax Fit

49.99

Caps

Logo T-Shirts

Cotton
Socks

Stretch Sportshirts
Swim Trunks 

with Bag

Men’s Carhartt 
Garment Washed Plaid Shirts

31.99
Assorted Plaids

Men’s Carhartt Rugged Cargo Shorts

32.99
Tan and GravelMoisture Wicking Polos

25%
OFF MSRP

Lafayette Danville Montclair Orinda Countrywood Clayton Rd. Moraga (now re-opened)

Men’s Dockers
Perfect Fit Stretch Twill Shorts

Men’s 505’s Straight Fit

49.99

Father’s Day
is Sunday,
June 17th

Fresh Indian Fast Food

www.newdelhibistro.com
484 Center St., Rheem Center, 

Moraga   (next to TJ Max)



 Call 

925-376-3839
Delivery Available

DOORDASH

Vegetarian, Indian Street Food, Fresh Naan, Wraps, 
Chicken Tika Masala, Chicken and Lamb Saag, 

 Chicken and Lamb Korma 
and much more.

Diablo Ballet event goes to 
the dogs
By Diane Claytor

Saturday, June 23 will be a day 
that goes to the dogs … dogs in 

costume, that is. From 9-11 a.m., Di-
ablo Ballet will host its third annual 
PAWS de Tutu, a fun-fi lled event at 
the Lafayette Reservoir, complete 
with a dog costume “com(paw)
tition,” entertainment, celebrities, 
snacks and prizes. There will be 
demonstrations by the Contra Costa 
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit, as well as dog-
gie yoga and dog training; there will 
also be a performance by STARS 
2000 Teen Theater’s cast of “Legal-
ly Blonde, the Musical,” with spe-
cial guest, Bruiser, the Chihuahua. 

And if you don’t have your own 
dog, ARF and Rocket Dog Rescue 
will have dogs ready for adoption. 
Dog parents are encouraged to dress 
up their canines for the solo compe-
tition (one dog in costume) or group 
competition for multiple costumed 
dogs. All PAWS de Tutu proceeds 
benefi t Diablo Ballet’s PEEK Pro-
gram, a performing arts education 
and enrichment program for kids 
in underserved areas. Admission is 
only $10 per person or $20 to enter 
your favorite pet in the competition. 
Register at diabloballet.org or call 
(925) 943-1775.

Dorothy and the Wizard of Dogs from Diablo Ballet’s Paws de Tutu dog 

competition at Lafayette Reservoir.     Photo provided


